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the city. First Guy de Montfort,0 then Simon himself,
who hurried to the spot, were ignominiously repulsed.
The Bishop of Toulouse and the wife of Montfort sought
aid in France. A new Crusade was preached. Pope
Honorius entered with ardour into the cause of De
Montfort. It was again that of the whole clergy. Once
more excommunications were menaced in some cases,
uttered in others. The new King of Arragon was
threatened with interdict; the consuls of Toulouse,
Avignon, Marseilles, Tarascon, and other cities, the
young Count Eaymond, the Count de Foix were sum-
moned under this penalty to renounce their alliance
with rebellious Toulouse. For nine months the siege
continued. If the sentiments attributed by the Trouba-
dour to the Legate were either true, or supposed to be
true by the inhabitants of Toulouse, it may account for
the obstinacy of their defence. " The fire of hell has
again kindled in this city, which is full of sin and crime.
The old Lord is again within its walls, against whom
whosoever will wage war will be saved before God, You
are about to reconquer the city, to break into the
houses, out of which no single soul, neither man nor
woman, shall escape alive! not one shall be spared in
church, in sanctuary, in hospital! It is decided in the
secret counsels of Borne, that the deadly and consuming
fire shall pass over them."d But the counsels of Rome
were not those of Divine Providence. At the close of
the nine months Simon headed an attack ; a stone from

e ID the poem Guy de Montfort is
contrasted with Simon de Montfort,
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